1AC

Part One: The Mushroom Cloud and the World Trade Center

9/11 represents a traumatic rupture in narratives of US omniscience. Trauma has been predominantly disavowed in favor of the re-assertion of US primacy that collapses political time to repeat terrorist threat ad infinitum.

Nichols in 7 (Bill; “The Terrorist Event,” Comparative Literature and Culture 9.1; Scholar)
What happened on … fit their adaptation here).

Nuclear power and terrorism have become conceptually linked – this traumatic affect determines public reaction to nuclear power.

Slovic in 6 (Peter; professor of psychology at the University of Oregon; What’s Fear Got to Do with It? It’s Affect We Need to Worry About; MISSOURI LAW REVIEW Vol 69; Scholar)

Imagery associated with … behavior over the next century.

Nuclear disaster heralds an array of threats outside the descriptive powers of language and prediction. We compulsively look to precursor events to avoid the deadlock. The unspeakable horror of radioactivity has reduced us to a state of living death.

Van Wyck in 5 (Peter C; Signs of Danger: Waste, Trauma, and Nuclear Threat; p.105-107)

So to all of the other … began, and when it ended.

Part 2: Confronting Trauma

There are three different reactions to foundational despair hailed by the traumatic event of nuclear disaster: one either disavows the significance of the event, obsesses over the threats associated with it, or works through the trauma by developing a system of meaning around it.

Van Wyck in 5 (Peter C; Signs of Danger: Waste, Trauma, and Nuclear Threat; p.116-119)
The real's relationship to … biotic, "Mother" earth.
Disavowal of the trauma of modernity ensures continued brutal warfare- realpolitik is outmoded as conflict is increasingly enacted irrationally outside of self interest- only the aff gives proper explanation

McAfee in 8, Noelle,  Associate Research Professor of Philosophy and Conflict Analysis,  Democracy and the Political Unconscious)

Modernity's traumas are … pluralistic and secular. <28-30>

Hyperarousal is predicated on chronic presentation of threats – this ushers in authoritarianism and makes policy failure inevitable.

Bloom in 9, Sandra, M.D., in  The trauma controversy : philosophical and interdisciplinary dialogues

Group responses to stress … are harshly punished. <155-156>

Hyperarousal is exemplified by a dispute whether over Environmental Impact Statements should include a successful terrorist attack on nuclear power. This default to “worst case” scenario analysis forces the NRC and the Courts to consider every theoretical threat a real danger and prevents nuclear power licensing and relicensing. 

Briggs in 11 (Alexander T; J.D. Candidate 2012, Seton Hall University School of Law; “Managing the Line Between Nuclear Power and Nuclear Terror: Considering the Threat of Terrorism as an Environmental Impact,” Seton Hall Circuit Review; 8 Seton Hall Cir. Rev. 223; Lexis)

The NRC first rejected … and plant operators.

Thus the plan: The United States Supreme Court should affirm the Third Circuit Court decision in New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection v. United States Nuclear Regulatory Commission.

Supreme Court ruling against the inclusion of terrorism is key to confront nuclear hyperarousal 

Briggs concludes

Until this problem is resolved… to unnecessary threats.

Part Three – The Analyst’s Couch

You should take up the position of the analyst and put the debaters on the couch – this allows us to question dominant discourses that actively produce threat and produce policy failure.

Mark Bracher, 1994, associate professor of English and associate director of the Center for Literature and Psychoanalysis at Kent State University, “On the Psychological and Social Functions of Language: Lacan's Theory of the Four Discourses,” Lacanian Theory of Discourse Subject, Structure, and Society Edited by Mark Bracher et al, 123-128
The Discourse of the Analyst It is … are ignorant.
Debate is an imaginary space that enables a homeopathic repetition of and confrontation with trauma in an analytical state. The 1AC is an act of letting go of our fear – this is key to sublimate trauma – otherwise that trauma will re-emerge in violent and uncontrollable impulses of drive.

Van Wyck in 5 (Peter C; Signs of Danger: Waste, Trauma, and Nuclear Threat; p.133-135)

If we are to say that trauma is an … safe nuclear future).
Our discursive commitments are paramount – sublimation of trauma can only occur through the articulation of intersubjective spaces that refigure the public sphere as a collective and therapeutic space.

McAfee in 8, Noelle, Associate Research Professor of Philosophy and Conflict Analysis,  Democracy and the Political Unconscious)
One of my central premises … the public sphere. <pg 22-24>

This has several implications for impact evaluation – 

First, you should frame this debate through the understanding that despair is foundational. The only relevant question is how you respond to trauma.

Pollock in 9 (Griselda; “Art/Trauma/Representation”, Parallax Vol 15 No 1; Scholar)

To proceed into … and encounters.12

Second, we should roleplay our descent into catastrophe – this act mediates and transforms our relationship with trauma.

Van Wyck in 5 (Peter C; Signs of Danger: Waste, Trauma, and Nuclear Threat; p. 137-138)

The virtual is … even more faithful.

Third, embracing our vulnerability to imagined horror and violence creates narratives that reformulate community on the basis of ethical precariousness.

Kohlke in 11 (Marie-Luise; “Sublime Violations: Trauma Literature and the Search for Transcendence through Violence” Creating Destruction: Constructing Images of Violence and Genocide)
The traumatic sublime … that awaits us. <149-151>
Last, affirming negativity is key – no large scale political change can happen without a confrontation with trauma

Sjöholm, 2k5

[Cecilia, Senior Lecturer in Comparative Literature at Sodertorn University College, Sweden, Kristeva and the Political, 2005] 

The sémanalyse is … will be elucidated. 
