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Uniqueness---Congress putting a framework in place to head off spending sequestration of the military when it returns in November

Government Executive 9-6, 12, http://www.executivegov.com/2012/09/frank-kendall-sequestration-means-11-lne-item-cuts-rd-included/

If sequestration cuts take effect … least the defense half of it

Obama can’t win on natural gas policy – will make everyone angry

Politico 16 May 2012 (When it comes to natural gas, Obama can’t win, http://www.politico.com/news/stories/0512/76402_Page2.html)

President Barack Obama talked up … us, that’s true on a bipartisan basis.”

Capital is key

Fox News, 9-12, 12, http://www.foxnews.com/on-air/on-the-record/2012/09/12/moodys-puts-pressure-congress-debt-deal-most-predictable-crisis-youll-ever-see#ixzz26GDjJCeB

THUNE: Well, look, I think that … know, money every single day 

Sequestration causes global war

Michael O'Hanlon, ‘12 Director of Research and Senior Fellow @ Brookings in the 21st Century Defense Initiative, 2012, September 23(The Future of National Defense and the U.S. Military Ten Years After 9/11, http://www.brookings.edu/testimony/2011/0913_defense_budget_ohanlon.aspx)

If such a plan is not … come home from the world.

Failure to reach a deal causes a credit downgrade

AP, 9/12/12 (“Moody's set to downgrade US without budget deal”, http://www.indystar.com/viewart/20120912/BUSINESS/209120329/Moody-s-set-downgrade-US-without-budget-deal)

The U.S. government's debt rating could … of the talks is clear.
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Counterplan Text: The United States federal government should fully fund a program to cover 4.8% of the surface of the Earth’s oceans in a monolayer of 0.1 μm diameter latex particles, either hollow, or of core-shell morphology, bearing a conventional stabilization system that is inactivated in salt water.

Solves warming, only costs $2 billion, and avoids all solvency deficits associated with traditional ocean albedo modifications.

Morgan 11 – (10/8/11, John, PhD in physical chemistry, runs R&D programmes at a Sydney startup company, research experience in chemical engineering in the US and at the Commonwealth Scientific and Industrial Research Organisation, Australia's national science agency, “Low intensity geoengineering – microbubbles and microspheres,” http://bravenewclimate.com/2011/10/08/low-intensity-geoengineering-microbubbles-and-microspheres/ DH) 

Is there another way to … the contribution from multiple scattering).

4.8% of a whole ocean monolayer is 8.3×108 kg of dry polymer, or about 1.7×109 kg wet latex. At say $1.20 per kg, this would cost $2.0 billion and account for 17% of 2005 global production capacity.

This is, surprisingly, well within reach. $2.… well inside existing production capacity.

Conclusion

So consider this final elaboration of Russell Seitz’ bright idea: 0.1 μm diameter latex particles, possibly hollow, or of core-shell morphology, bearing a conventional stabilization system that is inactivated in salt water ensuring that the particles are retained at and near the surface, are produced in bulk using about 17% of existing production capacity and using commercial recipes, and are sprayed onto the sea from tanks aboard ships or crop dusting aircraft, oil rigs, and other structures, in the mid latitudes.

For a cost in the order … microbubble concept, are also possible. 
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Qatar is growing now-natural gas export prices are key

Oxford Business Group 17 April 2012 (Qatar: On the rise; http://www.oxfordbusinessgroup.com/economic_updates/qatar-rise)

Positive as the outlook is, the … the world’s most dynamic economies.

Qatar’s gas economy is key to its regional influence as a conflict mediator

Dr Kristian Coates Ulrichsen is Research Director of the Kuwait Programme on Development, Governance and Globalisation in the Gulf States, London School of Economics and Political Science 23 January 2012 (Qatar: Emergence of a Regional Power with International Reach; www.e-ir.info/2012/01/23/qatar-emergence-of-a-regional-power-with-international-reach/)

Building on its emergence as a … global rebalancing is taking place.

And Qatar’s mediation influence is key to regional stability-the alt is conflicts that escalate globally

Marc J. Sirois is a Beirut-based journalist and political analyst 10 December 2011 (Qatar: From Obscurity to Growing Global Influence; english.al-akhbar.com/node/2369)

While GTL is touted as “… as many players as possible.

Middle East war escalates

Russell 09 – (James A. Russell. Associate Professor in the Department of National Security Affairs at Naval Postgraduate School. Master’s in Public and International Affairs from the University of Pittsburgh and a Ph.D. in War Studies from the University of London, 2009 “Strategic Stability Reconsidered: Prospects for Escalation and Nuclear War in the Middle East”.  Spring 2009. Proliferation Papers. Security Studies Center)

Strategic stability in the region … risk for the entire world.
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Russia has a dominant share of the EU gas market now-only the introduction of a new supplier can displace their position

Colonel Alexander L. Koven United States Air Force 1/3 2012 (UNDER THE YOKE: EUROPE'S NATURAL GAS DEPENDENCY ON RUSSIA; www.dtic.mil/cgi-bin/GetTRDoc?AD=ADA561551)

One of the European Union's (EU) … Russian gas from their shoulders.

Natural gas exports drive out russia

That drives out Russia 

Jaffe and O’Sullivan 12 Amy Myers Jaffe is the Wallace S. Wilson Fellow in Energy Studies at the James A. Baker III Institute for Public Policy at Rice University, and Meghan L. O’Sullivan is the Jeane Kirkpatrick Professor of the Practice of International Affairs at the John F. Kennedy School at Harvard University. "The Geopolitics of Natural Gas," July, http://bakerinstitute.org/publications/EF-pub-HKSGeopoliticsOfNaturalGas-073012.pdf

Knowledge of the shale gas … terms signals a major paradigm shift.

Yet as Europe moves to gas-on-gas pricing, global marker prices in the reference scenario fail to converge through 2040. Europe's price premium will hover at more than SI above Henry Hub prices, even as Europe develops its own shale resource and diversifies sources of supply.

Shale gas eventually makes up 20 … to flow into the line.

And Russia’s gas dominance of Europe is the lifeblood of its economy-oil can’t compensate

Lindsay Wright, contributor to the Pipeline and Gas Journal August 2009 (PIPELINE POLITICS: RUSSIA’S NATURAL GAS DIPLOMACY; Vol. 236 No. 8)

Natural resources are the lifeblood … Gazprom’s pipelines crisscrossing the continent.

Russian economic decline causes nuclear war

FILGER 2009 (Sheldon, author and blogger for the Huffington Post, “Russian Economy Faces Disastrous Free Fall Contraction” http://www.globaleconomiccrisis.com/blog/archives/356)

In Russia historically, economic health … is its least dangerous consequence.

warming

Its barely cleaner than coal

Barton 11 (Charles Barton, Nuclear Green, “No Help with Global Warming: Wind and gas,” 1/29/11) http://nucleargreen.blogspot.com/2011/01/no-help-with-global-warming-wind-and.html
Advocates for natural gas routinely … 9,000 times higher than previously reported.

When all these emissions are counted, gas may be as little as 25 percent cleaner than coal, or perhaps even less.

If that were not bad enough,

roughly half of the 1,600 gas-… much methane is being emitted.

It is far from clear that Natural Gas is the panasia for global warming. Indeed it may turn out to be another energy bridge to no where if we rely on it

Relying on natural gas still emits too much CO2 and causes rollback to coal

Barton 9 (Charles Barton, Nuclear Green, “Greenpeace's [r]evolutionary energy failure: Part I,” 3/13/9) http://nucleargreen.blogspot.com/2009/03/we-live-in-era-of-confusion.html
Finally we ought to consider … rid of coal long term. 

Most recent economic analyses project growth in renewable energy

Bossong 12 – (7/5/12, citing Maria van der Hoeven, executive director of the International Energy Agency, and a recent report from the IEA, Medium-Term Renewable Energy Market Report 2012, Kenneth, Executive Director of the SUN DAY Campaign. The SUN DAY Campaign is a non-profit research and educational organization founded in 1993 to promote sustainable energy technologies as cost-effective alternatives to nuclear power and fossil fuels, “IEA sees renewable energy growth accelerating over next 5 years,” http://www.iea.org/newsroomandevents/pressreleases/2012/july/name,28200,en.html)

Renewable power generation is expected … public and private decision makers.”

Unconventional gas will stop renewable energy in its tracks

Harvey 12 – (5/29/12, citing Fatih Birol, chief economist for the International Energy Agency, and Maria van der Hoeven, executive director of the IEA, Fiona, environmental correspondent, The Guardian, “'Golden age of gas' threatens renewable energy, IEA warns,” http://www.guardian.co.uk/environment/2012/may/29/gas-boom-renewables-agency-warns)

A "golden age of gas" … for the climate," warned Birol.

The IEA report comes as the Guardian revealed that gas has been rebranded in secret documents as a form of green energy by the EU.

Gas produces only about half … energy," he told the Guardian.

Clean tech solves warming

Buczynski 12 – (6/14/12, citing a recent International Energy Agency report “Energy Technology Perspectives 2012 Pathways to a Clean Energy System,” and Maria van der Hoeven, executive director of the IEA, Beth, “CLEAN ENERGY’S CHANCE TO SLOW CLIMATE CHANGE FADING FAST,” http://revmodo.com/2012/06/14/clean-energys-chance-to-slow-climate-change-fading-fast/)

A recent report from the … of centralized fossil fuel generation.

Never has the phrase “easier said than done” been more appropriate.

In a 68-page document titled Energy … cleaning up after fossil fuels.

“An additional $36 trillion of investment would be required to overhaul the world’s current energy system by the middle of the century, but this would be offset by $100 trillion in savings through reduced use of fossil fuels,” reads the report.

You would think that in a time of worldwide financial crisis, with the world’s major economies in trillions of dollars of debt, these types of savings would be all that’s needed to put the wheels of progress in motion. But alas, that is not the case. Although government funding of clean technology may seem more robust than ever, the report found that R&D for emerging technologies is less than it was in the 1980s.

“Now that we have … Director Maria van der Hoeven.

Gas exports will tank prices globally and cause a shift away from nuclear power

Levi 12 – (2012, Michael, PhD in war studies from Queens University, David M. Rubenstein senior fellow for energy and environment at the Council on Foreign Relations, director of the CFRs program on energy security and climate change and project director for the Council-sponsored Independent Task Force on global warming, “Splitting rock vs. splitting atoms: What shale gas means for nuclear power,” Bulletin of the Atomic Scientists July/August 2012 vol. 68 no. 4 52-60, sage)

For most of the past … ongoing revolution in natural gas.

Nuclear power solves warming

Ricci 11 – (3/29/11, Kenneth, PhD Physics, Stanford University, Applied Nuclear Physicist, Senior Physicist and Vice President, Century Fuels Inc., “Risks and Benefits of Nuclear Power,” http://www.researchgate.net/topic/Nuclear_Engineering/post/Risks_and_Benefits_of_Nuclear_Power)

In the post-Fukushima world, … a few lives lost to radiation.

US focus on natural gas destroys international climate talks

Colman 12 – (7/12/12, quoting Michael Levi, PhD in war studies from Queens University, David M. Rubenstein senior fellow for energy and environment at the Council on Foreign Relations, director of the CFRs program on energy security and climate change and project director for the Council-sponsored Independent Task Force on global warming, Zach, E2, The Hill’s energy blog, “Natural-gas boom could isolate US on climate change,” http://thehill.com/blogs/e2-wire/e2-wire/237601-natural-gas-boom-could-hurt-us-climate-change-efforts)

The domestic national-gas boom … climate benefits of the fuel.

Climate change has garnered more attention in recent weeks as abnormal weather — including droughts, fires, windstorms and record temperatures — sweeps the country. Department of Homeland Security Janet Napolitano last week said there could be a link between the extreme weather and climate change.

The expansion of natural gas … policy in place,” Levi said. 

Continued US participation in climate talks is key to US-EU relations EVEN IF no agreement is reached – the brink is now.

Legge 11 – (11/29/11, Thomas, senior program officer for the German Marshall Fund’s Climate & Energy Program, formerly worked on environmental policy for Chatham House (the Royal Institute of International Affairs) in London; the Centre for European Policy Studies in Brussels, Belgium; and Comhar – Sustainable Development Council, an advisory body to the Irish Government, “Using Durban to Bridge the Transatlantic Climate Divide,” http://blog.gmfus.org/2011/11/29/using-durban-to-bridge-the-transatlantic-climate-divide/)

While the United States may … be superfluous to this end.

US EU relations solve global nuclear war and accidents

Hamilton and Burwell 09 – (2009, Daniel, PhD in American foreign policy from the Johns Hopkins School of Advanced International Studies, Executive Director of the Center for Transatlantic Relations; Executive Director of the American Consortium on EU Studies; Austrian Marshall Plan Foundation Research Professor, and Frances, PhD in Government and Politics from UMD, Atlantic Council vice president, and director of the Program on Transatlantic Relations at the Atlantic Council, former executive director of the Center for International and Security Studies at the University of Maryland, “Shoulder to Shoulder: Forging a Strategic U.S.-EU Partnership,” http://www.realinstitutoelcano.org/wps/wcm/connect/30ce96004082f3dab155bf5e01ac4adf/shoulder_to_shoulder_strategic_US_UE_partnership.pdf?MOD=AJPERES&CACHEID=30ce96004082f3dab155bf5e01ac4adf)

The world that created the … that move freely across borders. 
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Natty g is not volatile

Michael E. Weber, The University of … , coal is increasing its exposure.

Gas prices will not be volatile in the future

Alan Rominger, PhD Student, Graduate … the economics) of NG supply.

Manufacturing is doing good – government incentives

Trivett and Krueger 12, Vincent Trivett, … and discourage sending jobs overseas.

Manufacturing jobs aren’t key to the economy—growth is still vibrant without them

Ray Fisman, Slate, 7/16/2012, "The New … Austin, San Francisco, and Boston.

Decoupling – US isn’t key to emerging markets 

Passell 4/4 (Peter Passell,  Economics Editor … institutions for managing their economies.
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No risk of decline – we’re far too strong, warfighitng or losing operational access

Kagan 12 (Robert Kagan,  senior fellow in foreign policy at the Brookings Institution and a columnist for The Washington Post, “Not Fade Away,” 1/11/12) http://www.tnr.com/article/politics/magazine/99521/america-world-power-declinism?passthru=ZDkyNzQzZTk3YWY3YzE0OWM5MGRiZmIwNGQwNDBiZmI&utm_source=Editors+and+Bloggers&utm_campaign=cbaee91d9d-Edit_and_Blogs&utm_medium=email

The answer is no. Let’s start … every region of the world.

By these military and economic measures, at least, the United States today is not remotely like Britain circa 1900, when that empire’s relative decline began to become apparent. It is more like Britain circa 1870, when the empire was at the height of its power. It is possible to imagine a time when this might no longer be the case, but that moment has not yet arrived.

All the challengers are even worse off

Kaplan and Kaplan 2011 – *national correspondent for The Atlantic, senior fellow at CNAS, **30-year CIA vet, vice chairman of the National Intelligence Council (2/23, Robert and Stephen, The National Interest, “America primed”, http://nationalinterest.org/article/america-primed-4892)

In terms of acute threats, … and Russia enjoy nothing comparable.

No impact to hegemonic decline

Preble 8/3/2010 (Christopher Preble, director of foreign policy studies at the Cato Institute, taught history at St. Cloud State University and Temple University, was a commissioned officer in the U.S. Navy, Ph.D. in history from Temple University. “U.S. Military Power: Preeminence for What Purpose?” 8/3/10) http://www.cato-at-liberty.org/u-s-military-power-preeminence-for-what-purpose/)

Most in Washington still embraces … security of their respective regions.

And it doesn’t resolve any conflicts

Fettweis 11

Christopher, Professor of Political Science @ Tulane, Dangerous Times?: The International Politics of Great Power Peace, pg. 172-174

The primary attack on restraint, … States was no less safe.

***2NC***

CP

Completely solves warming with low cost.

Morgan 11 – (10/8/11, John, PhD in physical chemistry, runs R&D programmes at a Sydney startup company, research experience in chemical engineering in the US and at the Commonwealth Scientific and Industrial Research Organisation, Australia's national science agency, “Low intensity geoengineering – microbubbles and microspheres,” http://bravenewclimate.com/2011/10/08/low-intensity-geoengineering-microbubbles-and-microspheres/ DH) 

But what if there was a … about how crazy it all is.

Bright Water

In a remarkable paper published just … mention islands and suitable coastlines.

It’s the little bubbles of nothing that make it really something

The appeal of this technique … metre. That’s some serious power.

Light scattering from small spherical particles is calculated using Mie theory, a fairly horrendous piece of mathematical machinery. Seitz reports Mie theory scattering results 1 μm radius bubbles at various concentrations. At 0.2 ppm of air in water as 1 μm radius bubbles, the albedo (reflectivity) increase is 1%, equal to the current CO2 forcing (Figure 2).

This is an astonishing result: … , if we can deploy them. 

Your ev is wrong – it’s scientifically mainstream now.

Walsh 08 – (3/13/08, Bryan, senior writer for TIME magazine covering energy and the environment, “Geoengineering,” http://www.time.com/time/specials/2007/article/0,28804,1720049_1720050_1721653,00.html) 

Geoengineering has long been the … for Science at Stanford University. 

Nuclear development solves the need for the chemical industry

Adams 9 (Rod Adams, “Nuclear Energy Growth Might Turn Promises of Low Natural Gas Prices Into a Reality,” 11/6/9) http://atomicinsights.com/2009/11/nuclear-energy-growth-might-turn-promises-of-low-natural-gas-prices-into-a-reality.html

Just yesterday, I wrote a lengthy piece talking about how natural gas suppliers are working hard to market their product to both gas customers and to politicians who are making large impact energy policy decisions. One of the marketing bullets being used is that natural gas is newly abundant and can thus be considered a reliable, long term energy option.

I indicated that I was skeptical about that scenario since the “abundance” of gas is something that can quickly disappear if demand picks up and as reduced drilling activity changes the amount of gas that is actually extracted from deep underground tight gas formations (classified now as proven reserves) each month.

I neglected to include another large factor in my previous discussion. Part of my motivation for talking about the possibility that the natural gas marketers are going to be proven to be liars when it comes to supply abundance is that I am certain that nuclear energy is a better long term solution. It is one that should not be pushed off just because gas looks cheap – as long as you can forget the fact that it was selling for about three times as much as today’s price just 15 months ago.

However, I am not the only … instead of by a growing supply.

That effect would be very similar to the way the market behaved for well over a decade after the last rapid build out of nuclear power plants. From 1985-2000, natural gas prices all over the world were quite low – Russia was selling gas to favored customers for about $50 per 1000 cubic meters (roughly $1.40 per thousand cubic feet) while US prices hovered around $2 per million BTU (which is also very close to $2 per thousand cubic feet). Though some might disagree, it is hard to overlook the fact that those low prices followed an era where nuclear energy production increased rapidly. That era of low gas prices made investors in nuclear generation facilities look a little silly while the people who built simple gas turbines and burned cheap gas looked like sage energy price prediction geniuses.

Resilience overwhelms their internal link.

Bisley ‘8 (Nick, Associate Prof. IR @ La Trobe U., Contemporary Southeast Asia, “Securing the "anchor of regional stability"? The transformation of the US-Japan alliance and East Asian security; Report”, 4-1, 30:1, L/N)

The US-Japan relationship stands on … born by the United Kingdom

Case

2) These structural factors are a better predictor of decline

Kagan 12 (Robert Kagan,  senior fellow in foreign policy at the Brookings Institution and a columnist for The Washington Post, “Not Fade Away,” 1/11/12) http://www.tnr.com/article/politics/magazine/99521/america-world-power-declinism?passthru=ZDkyNzQzZTk3YWY3YzE0OWM5MGRiZmIwNGQwNDBiZmI&utm_source=Editors+and+Bloggers&utm_campaign=cbaee91d9d-Edit_and_Blogs&utm_medium=email

Powerful as this sense of … , and a culmination, of a longer process.

a) Russia is weak

Graham 2007 (Thomas, Russia in Global Affairs, "The dialectics of strength and weakness", http://eng.globalaffairs.ru/numbers/20/1129.html, WEA)

An astute historian of Russia, … long-term relations with Russia.

b) China can’t challenge us – geopolitical position

Cohen and Zenko 12 (Micah Zenko, Fellow for Conflict Prevention at the CFR, and Michael A Cohen, Senior Fellow at the American Security Project, serves on the board of the National Security Network and has taught at Columbia University’s School of International and Public Affairs, served in the U.S. Department of State, former Senior Vice President at the strategic communications firm of Robinson, Lerer and Montgomery, bachelor’s degree in international relations from American University and a master’s degree from Columbia University,  Foreign Affairds,  Vol. 91, Iss. 2; pg. 79, “The United States Is More Secure Than Washington Thinks,” Mar/Apr 2012) 

As the threat from transnational … United States to a weak one.

c) iran is a joke

Cohen and Zenko 12 (Micah Zenko, Fellow for Conflict Prevention at the CFR, and Michael A Cohen, Senior Fellow at the American Security Project, serves on the board of the National Security Network and has taught at Columbia University’s School of International and Public Affairs, served in the U.S. Department of State, former Senior Vice President at the strategic communications firm of Robinson, Lerer and Montgomery, bachelor’s degree in international relations from American University and a master’s degree from Columbia University,  Foreign Affairds,  Vol. 91, Iss. 2; pg. 79, “The United States Is More Secure Than Washington Thinks,” Mar/Apr 2012) 

It is a matter of faith … would continue to be minimal.

d) every other country will just help America

Kagan 12 (Robert Kagan, senior fellow in foreign policy at the Brookings Institution and a columnist for The Washington Post, “Not Fade Away,” 1/11/12) http://www.tnr.com/article/politics/magazine/99521/america-world-power-declinism?passthru=ZDkyNzQzZTk3YWY3YzE0OWM5MGRiZmIwNGQwNDBiZmI&utm_source=Editors+and+Bloggers&utm_campaign=cbaee91d9d-Edit_and_Blogs&utm_medium=email

BUT WHAT ABOUT the “rise … economic strength into military strength.

Even if there is volatility – its low

McDermott 10 (Dirk, "The Natural Gas Era?" Greentech Media, July 30, www.greentechmedia.com/articles/read/the-natural-gas-era/)

On the demand side of … volatility issues to some degree. 

Shock absorbers solve price instability

Downey 10 (Ken, "Fueling North America’s Energy Future: The Unconventional Natural Gas Revolution and the Carbon Agenda," IHS Cambridge Energy Research Associates, www.anga.us/media/41065/ihs%20cera%20fueling%20the%20future.pdf)

Volatility and price variations are … gas supply will likely grow.

Manufacturing jobs are returning to the US!

Martha C White, NBC News, 4/20/2012, "As … the United States," he said. 

Manufacturing not key to the economy – innovation taking over

Eduardo Porter, NYT, 4/3/2012, "The Promise … jobs of the rest of us.

No solvency – even if they create jobs, the US lacks the social capital to fill them

David Brooks is a political and … people who stopped thinking in 1975.

No impact—last recession proves … doesn’t determine conflict or instability

Barnett 2009 – senior managing director of Enterra Solutions LLC and a contributing editor/online columnist for Esquire magazine, columnist for World Politics Review (8/25, Thomas P.M. “The New Rules: Security Remains Stable Amid Financial Crisis,” World Politics Review, http://www.aprodex.com/the-new-rules--security-remains-stable-amid-financial-crisis-398-bl.aspx, WEA)

When the global financial crisis … advising and training local forces.

So, to sum up:

No significant uptick in mass … like Greece, Moldova and Latvia?);

The usual frequency maintained in civil conflicts (in all the usual places);

Not a single state-on-state war … powers (despite all that diplomacy);

A modest scaling back of international policing efforts by the system's acknowledged Leviathan power (inevitable given the strain); and

No serious efforts by any rising great power to challenge that Leviathan or supplant its role. (The worst things we can cite are Moscow's occasional deployments of strategic assets to the Western hemisphere and its weak efforts to outbid the United States on basing rights in Kyrgyzstan; but the best include China and India stepping up their aid and investments in Afghanistan and Iraq.)

Sure, we've finally seen global defense spending surpass the previous world record set in the late 1980s, but even that's likely to wane given the stress on public budgets created by all this unprecedented "stimulus" spending. If anything, the friendly cooperation on such stimulus packaging was the most notable great-power dynamic caused by the crisis.

Can we say that the … connecting evangelicalism as disconnecting fundamentalism.

At the end of the day, the economic crisis did not prove to be sufficiently frightening to provoke major economies into establishing global regulatory schemes, even as it has sparked a spirited -- and much needed, as I argued last week -- discussion of the continuing viability of the U.S. dollar as the world's primary reserve currency. Naturally, plenty of experts and pundits have attached great significance to this debate, seeing in it the beginning of "economic warfare" and the like between "fading" America and "rising" China. And yet, in a world of globally integrated production chains and interconnected financial markets, such "diverging interests" hardly constitute signposts for wars up ahead. Frankly, I don't welcome a world in which America's fiscal profligacy goes undisciplined, so bring it on -- please!

Add it all up and it's fair to say that this global financial crisis has proven the great resilience of America's post-World War II international liberal trade order.

Do I expect to read any analyses along those lines in the blogosphere any time soon?

Absolutely not. I expect the fantastic … what the Internet is for.

Shale gas destroys renewables

Inman 12 – (1/17/12, citing a study by Henry D. Jacoby, PhD in economics, William F. Pounds Professor of Management Emeritus Professor of Applied Economics Center for Energy and Environmental Policy Research, Francis M. O’Sullivan, PhD in electrical engineering,  Lecturer in the MIT Sloan School of Management and the MIT Sloan Executive Education Program, Executive Director of the Energy Sustainability Challenge Program at the MIT Energy Initiative, and Sergey Paltzev, PhD in economics, Principal Research Scientist at MIT Energy Initiative and Assistant Director for Economic Research at the MIT Joint Program on the Science and Policy of Global Change, lead modeler in charge of the MIT Emissions Prediction and Policy Analysis (EPPA) model of the world economy, Mason, National Geographic Online correspondent, “Shale Gas: A Boon That Could Stunt Alternatives, Study Says,” http://news.nationalgeographic.com/news/energy/2012/01/120117-shale-gas-boom-impact-on-renewables/)

Shale gas has transformed the U.S. … sources we ultimately will need."

Investors will focus on gas not renewables – seen as favored by government policies.

Harvey 12 – (5/29/12, Fiona, citing Fatih Birol, chief economist for the International Energy Agency, and Maria van der Hoeven, executive director of the IEA, Fiona, environmental correspondent, The Guardian, “Gas rebranded as green energy by EU,” http://www.guardian.co.uk/environment/2012/may/29/gas-rebranded-green-energy-eu)

The resulting drop in gas … IEA's chief economist, Fatih Birol.

The insertion of gas energy as a low-carbon energy into an EU programme follows more 18 months of intensive lobbying by the European gas industry, which is attempting to rebrand itself as a green alternative to nuclear and coal, and as lower cost than renewable forms of power such as wind and sun.

But green groups warned that … for the climate," warned Birol.

The document seen by the Guardian has been agreed by member states and sets out the framework for Horizon 2020, billed as a €80bn programme for research and innovation for the years 2014 to 2020. Of the funds available, more than €30bn are supposed to flow to "address major concerns shared by all Europeans such as climate change, developing sustainable transport and mobility, making renewable energy more affordable, ensuring food safety and security, or coping with the challenge of an ageing population", according to the European Commission.

As part of this mission, Horizon2020 will dispense billions of euros in funds to research and development projects, and is intended to "support research and innovation activities, strengthen the European scientific and technological base and foster benefits for society". Clean energy is a key part of this, according to the document: "The specific objective is to make the transition to a reliable, sustainable and competitive energy system, in the face of increasingly scarce resources, increasing energy needs and climate change."

But the original document has been altered by officials to include explicit references to funding for gas – despite gas being a fossil fuel and a mature technology.

The document refers to an EU roadmap published last year that showed emissions from the power sector would have to be cut by 90% by 2050, to meet the EU's targets. To this has been added a new sentence: "The roadmap also shows that gas, in the short to medium term, can contribute to the transformation of the energy system."

The document carries on to include gas as a low-carbon source of power: "To achieve these ambitious reductions, significant investments need to be made in research, development, demonstration and market roll-out of efficient, safe and reliable low-carbon energy technologies, including gas, and services." The reference to gas has been added. Though it is impossible to tell which member state asked for the amendment, Brussels insiders said it was likely to have needed the support of several member states.

This reference shows that gas is now being considered in an official EU programme as a "low-carbon" form of energy, equivalent to renewables or nuclear power – despite its status as a fossil fuel.

Finally, the last paragraph of … prioritise gas investment over renewables.

Abundant gas discourages investment in clean energy and perpetuates fossil fuel addiction.

Friedman 12 – (8/4/12, Thomas, degrees in economics and middle east studies, winner of three Pulitzer prizes, foreign-affairs Op-Ed columnist for the New York times and former chief economic correspondent, “Get it Right on Gas,” http://www.nytimes.com/2012/08/05/opinion/sunday/friedman-get-it-right-on-gas.html?_r=1&ref=thomaslfriedman)

That is the question — because … come” so they remain competitive.

Clean energy is key to reduce emissions and solve warming

IEA 12 – (2012, International Energy Agency, “Energy Technology Perspectives 2012 Pathways to a Clean Energy System,” http://www.iea.org/Textbase/npsum/ETP2012SUM.pdf)

Technologies can and must play … savings jump to USD 150 trillion.

Renewables are more important and the substitution effect doesn’t occur globally.

Broderick et al. 11 – (Nov. 2011, John, PhD, Research Fellow, Tyndall Study for Climate Change Research, Professor Kevin Anderson, Deputy Director of the Tyndall Centre for Climate Change Research;[1] holds a joint chair in Energy and Climate Change at the School of Mechanical, Aerospace and Civil Engineering at the University of Manchester and School of Environmental Sciences at University of East Anglia; and is an honorary lecturer in Environmental Management at the Manchester Business School, adviser to the British government on climate change, Ruth Wood, PhD, Tyndall Center, Paul Gilbert, PhD, Tyndall Center, Maria Sharmina, Tyndall Center, Anthony Footitt, Independent Consultant, Steven Glynn, PhD, Sustainable Change Co-operative, and Fiona Nicholls, Sustainable Change Co-operative, “Shale gas: an updated assessment of environmental and climate change impacts,” http://www.co-operative.coop/Corporate/Fracking/Shale%20gas%20update%20-%20full%20report.pdf)

The argument that shale gas … that will make the difference. 

***1NR***

1. Double bind: 

Either Security Council reform makes UN ineffective or no reform means no legitimacy

Patrick, CFR Senior Fellow,9 

[Stewart, director of the International Institutions and Global Governance Program at the Council on Foreign Relations, "Prix Fixe and a ` la Carte: Avoiding a False Multilateral Choices", Washington Quarterly, October 2009] 

Fifth, simply expanding international institutions … not necessarily address the other. 

AND reform will never happen – means the UN is terminally useless

Schaefer, Heritage International Regulatory Affairs Fellow, 2-3-11 

 [Brett, "United Nations: Urgent Problems That Need Congressional Action", http://www.heritage.org/research/lecture/2011/02/united-nations-urgent-problems-that-need-congressional-action] 

The United Nations was created … budgetary cuts or other reforms. 

Only scenario for extinction

Bostrom 2002 (Nick Bostrom, 2002. Professor of Philosophy and Global Studies at Yale. "Existential Risks: Analyzing Human Extinction Scenarios  and Related Hazards," 38,  www.transhumanist.com/volume9/risks.html)

A much greater existential risk … or thwart humankind’s potential permanently. 

Russian economic decline causes Russia-China war

TRENIN 2002 (Dmitri, Deputy Director of … in less than one piece.

Extinction

SHARAVIN 2001 (Alexander, Director of the Institute for Military and Political Analysis, What the Papers Say, Oct 3)

Now, a few words about the … frost of a possible nuclear winter.

Russia and China won’t trade gas-they don’t trust each other

Alexandros Petersen researches the intersection of energy andgeopolitics. He is an advisor to the European Energy SecurityInitiative (EESI) at the Woodrow Wilson International Center forScholars in Washington DC Centre for European Reform 2011 (RUSSIA, CHINA AND THEGEOPOLITICS OF ENERGY INCENTRAL ASIA; www.cer.org.uk/sites/default/files/publications/attachments/pdf/2011/rp_010-4118.pdf)

Although Russian oil sales to … intopolitical inﬂuence in these regions.

No gas shipments to China-disagreements and no physical infrastructure

Alexandros Petersen researches the intersection of energy andgeopolitics. He is an advisor to the European Energy SecurityInitiative (EESI) at the Woodrow Wilson International Center forScholars in Washington DC Centre for European Reform 2011 (RUSSIA, CHINA AND THEGEOPOLITICS OF ENERGY INCENTRAL ASIA; www.cer.org.uk/sites/default/files/publications/attachments/pdf/2011/rp_010-4118.pdf)

Disagreements about the prices at … to break for theforeseeable future.

Gas exports are key to Russia’s sphere-single biggest internal 

Colonel Alexander L. Koven United States Air Force 1/3 2012 (UNDER THE YOKE: EUROPE'S NATURAL GAS DEPENDENCY ON RUSSIA; www.dtic.mil/cgi-bin/GetTRDoc?AD=ADA561551) 

To protect its leverage over … a threat to its own security."35

That escalates to nuclear war

Cohen 10—prof, Russian Studies and History, NYU. Prof emeritus, Princeton (Stephen, US-Russian Relations in an Age of American Triumphalism: An Interview with Stephen F. Cohen, 25 May 2010, http://www.thenation.com/article/us-russian-relations-age-american-triumphalism-interview-stephen-f-cohen)

The third post-1991 conflict is stated like a mantra by American policymakers: Russia cannot have the sphere of influence it wants in the former Soviet territories. This issue, the fundamental, underlying conflict in U.S.-Russian relations, needs to be rethought and openly discussed. The United States had and has spheres of influence. We had the Monroe Doctrine in Latin America and tacitly cling to it even today. More to the point, the expansion of NATO is, of course, an expansion of the American sphere of influence, which brings America's military, political, and economic might to new member countries. Certainly, this has been the case since the 1990s, as NATO expanded across the former Soviet bloc, from Germany to the Baltic nations. All of these countries are now part of the U.S. sphere of influence, though Washington doesn't openly use this expression. So American policy is this: The United States can have spheres of influence but Russia cannot, not even in its own security neighborhood. Moscow understands this, and has reacted predictably. If U.S. policymakers and their accommodating media really care about American national security, which requires fulsome Russian cooperation in many areas, they would rethink this presumption. Instead, leaders like Senator McCain and Vice President Biden repeatedly visit Tblisi and Kiev to declare that Russia is not entitled to influence in those capitals while trying to tug those governments into NATO. Unless we want a new, full-scale cold war with Russia, we must ask what Moscow actually wants in former Soviet republics like Georgia and Ukraine. There are, of course, Russian political forces that would like to restore them to their Soviet status under Moscow’s hegemony. But for the Kremlin leadership, from Putin to Medvedev, their essential demand is an absence of pro-American military bases and governments in those neighboring countries. In a word, that they not become members of NATO. Is that unreasonable? Imagine Washington’s reaction if pro-Russian bases and governments suddenly began appearing in America's sphere, from Latin America and Mexico to Canada. Of course, there has been no such discussion in the United States. And that has created the fourth major conflict with Russia since 1991: Moscow's perception that U.S. policy has been based on an unrelenting, triumphalist double standard, as it has been. Washington can break solemn promises, but Moscow cannot. The United States can have large and expanding spheres of influence, but Russia can have none. Moscow is told to make its vast energy reserves available to all countries at fair-market prices, except to those governments Washington has recruited or is currently recruiting into NATO, such as the Baltics, Ukraine, and Georgia, which Moscow should supply at sharply below-market prices. Moscow is asked to support Washington's perceived national interests in Iraq, Iran, and Afghanistan, but without considering that Moscow may have legitimately different security or economic interests in those places. And so it goes. Journal: What have been the consequences of this attitude toward Russia? Cohen: I think we've had an omen: the so-called "Russian-Georgian" war in August 2008. It's called the "Russian-Georgian" war, but was also a proxy American-Russian war. Washington created Saakashvili's Georgian regime and continues to support it. Washington created his fighting force and supplied it with American military minders. American leaders were in Tblisi in the days and weeks leading up to the war. Georgia fired the first shots, as the Organization for Security and Co-operation in Europe (OSCE) has confirmed. And since then Washington and the mainstream U.S. media have made excuses for what Georgia did by blaming Russia. What they should be focusing on instead is that this was the first ever American-Russian proxy war on Russia's own borders, potentially the most dangerous moment in American-Russian relations since the Cuban Missile Crisis. What would have happened, for example, if an American with or near Saakashvili's forces had been killed by the Russians? There would have been clamor in the United States for military retaliation. Or if Moscow thought, as it seemed to have at first, that the Georgian attack on South Ossetia would be backed by NATO forces if necessary? In July 2009, President Obama went to Moscow and told President Medvedev that Russia was a co-equal great power with legitimate national interests, implying that Washington's reckless policy that led to the Georgian war would end. A few days later, an American warship sailed into a Georgian port. Moscow wondered who sent it, and who is running current U.S. policy. Journal: Is the current U.S. policy toward Russia putting us in greater danger than during the Cold War? Cohen: The real concern I have with this "we won the Cold War" triumphalism is the mythology that we are safer today than we were when the Soviet Union existed. Though it is blasphemous to say so, we are not safer for several reasons, one being that the Soviet state kept the lid on very dangerous things. The Soviet Union was in control of its nuclear and related arsenals. Post-Soviet Russia is "sorta" in control, but "sorta" is not enough. There is no margin for error. Reagan's goal in the 1980s was not to end the Soviet Union, but to turn it into a permanent partner of the United States. He came very close to achieving that and deserves enormous credit. He did what had to be done by meeting Gorbachev half-way. But since 1991, the arrogance of American policymaking toward Russia has either kept the Cold War from being fully ended or started a new one. The greatest threats to our national security still reside in Russia. This is not because it's communist, but because it is laden with all these nuclear, chemical, and biological devices—that’s the threat. The reaction of the second Bush administration was to junk decades of safe-guarding agreements with Moscow. It was the first time in modern times that we have had no nuclear control reduction agreement with the Russians. What should worry us every day and night is the triumphalist notion that nuclear war is no longer possible. It is now possible in even more ways than before, especially accidental ones. Meanwhile, the former Soviet territories remain a Wal-Mart of dirty material and know-how. If terrorists ever explode a dirty device in the United States, even a small one, the material is likely to come from the former Soviet Union. The Nunn-Lugar Act (1992) was the best program Congress ever enacted to help Russia secure its nuclear material and know-how, a major contribution to American national security. But no one in Washington connects the dots. Take Senator Lugar himself. He seems not to understand that we need Russia's complete cooperation to make his own legislation fully successful, but he repeatedly speaks undiplomatically, even in ugly ways, about Russia’s leaders, thereby limiting their cooperation and undermining his own legacy. In other words, to have a nuclear relationship with Russia that will secure our national security, we must have a fully cooperative, trusting political relationship with Moscow. That’s why all the talk about a replacement for the expired START agreement, which Obama has been having trouble reaching with the Kremlin, is half-witted. Even if the two sides agree, and even if the Senate and Russian Duma ratify a new treaty, the agreement will be unstable because the political relationship is bad and growing worse. Evidently, no one in the Administration, Congress, or the mainstream media, or, I should add in the think tanks, can connect these dots. 

Russian export revenues are key to keep domestic prices low and distribute societal goods-alternative is internal instability

Captain Ghaleb holds a B.BA. in international business from the George Washington University, an M.A. in strategic security studies from the National Defense University, and he is an energy security Ph.D. student in the Department of Environmental Sciences and Policy at the Central European University October 2011 (NATURAL GAS AS AN INSTRUMENT OF RUSSIAN STATE POWER)

Through the use of resource … , “the primary motive is political.”75

Russian opposition will be more nationalist and aggressive than the Putin regime

STAROBIN 12-12-2011 (Paul, former Moscow bureau chief for Business Week, is the author of After America: Narratives for the Next Global Age, “Why Russia’s Post-Putin Future May Not Be Democratic,” New Republic, http://www.tnr.com/article/world/98370/post-putin-russia)

But a post-Putin era is … be almost anyone—except a liberal.

Russian nationalism threatens nuclear war and turns imperialism turns

WAGSTYL 2-29-08 (Stefan, FT’s east Europe editor, Financial Times)

Gaidar warns today's Russian leaders … empire again imperils its existence.''

Russia only fights us if we interfere with them

Bandow 12 (Doug Bandow, senior fellow … as the great military equalizer.

Russia just wants to be a equal – treating them well causes balance

MATTHEWS 2007 (Owen, Newsweek International, July 23, http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/19761840/site/newsweek/page/0/)

Moscow also began a root-and-… Council for sanctions on Iran.

Even if Russia opposes us – they won’t fight if we don’t interfere in their sphere

ELAND 2008 [Ivan, Nov, Sr. Fellow, Independent Inst., former Defense Analyst for Congressional Budget Office, The Independent Institute, http://www.independent.org/newsroom/article.asp?id=2363]

But the bear is now … and possibly even cataclysmic war.

NATO resilient

Hendrickson 2007 – political science professor at the University of Eastern Illinois (Ryan, Parameters, 37.1, “The miscalculation of NATO’s death”, EBSCO, WEA)

Besides these three major crises, … dispute resolution and effective adaptation. 

ED – last decade

No impact to NATO collapse – limited influence or deterrence 

Haass 11 president of the Council … -no-longer-matters/2011/06/15/AG7eCCZH_story.html)

When Defense Secretary Robert Gates … fading in many European nations. 

No risk of catastrophic hydrate release, impact overstated 
Soon 7 (Willie, Harvard-Smithsonian Center for Astrophysics, Atmospheric and Ocean Physics, ?Quantitative implications of the secondary role of carbon dioxide climate forcing in the past glacial-interglacial cycles for the likely future climatic impacts of anthropogenic greenhouse-gas forcings?, arXiv:0707.1276v1)

At this stage, it may … glaciation in the northern hemisphere. 

Abundant gas discourages investment in clean energy and perpetuates fossil fuel addiction.

Friedman 12 – (8/4/12, Thomas, degrees in economics and middle east studies, winner of three Pulitzer prizes, foreign-affairs Op-Ed columnist for the New York times and former chief economic correspondent, “Get it Right on Gas,” http://www.nytimes.com/2012/08/05/opinion/sunday/friedman-get-it-right-on-gas.html?_r=1&ref=thomaslfriedman)

That is the question — because … come” so they remain competitive.

