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This is not a silver disad – none of their cards apply – no new arguments – rare earths are metals like tellurium and indium that are only found in China and have limited quantities and are used to produce solar panels.

Nyaradi 12 [John, publisher of Wall Street Sector Selector, China’s Challenge: Solar Panels and Rare Earths April 12, 2012, http://wallstcheatsheet.com/stocks/chinas-challenge-solar-panels-and-rare-earths.html/]

In the transition to cleaner energy sources (NYSEARCA:GEX), it is important to consider the reality that many economies may be trading a fossil fuel addiction for a dependence on rare earth metals.  Even as the US applies tariffs to Chinese solar panels (NYSEARCA:TAN) and seeks to strengthen domestic industry, more advanced solar technologies, such as thin-film solar panels, require indium—another rare earth metal, 100 percent of which is produced in China.  Though the US mining company Molycorp has bought and plans to reopen the Mojave Desert rare earth mine, the promises of robust production by mid-2012 seem unlikely.

a huge price increase now could ensure that the ticking time bomb goes off immediately.

Pell 11 [Ezra, Environmental Finance | Mon, 12 December 2011, Rare Earth Shortages - A Ticking Timebomb for Renewables? http://oilprice.com/Alternative-Energy/Renewable-Energy/Rare-Earth-Shortages-A-Ticking-Timebomb-For-Renewables.html]

A global scarcity of rare earth metals over the next five years could be “a ticking timebomb” for renewables and clean-tech, according to consultancy PwC.  Hybrid cars, rechargeable batteries and wind turbines are among the sectors which could be affected by a shortage of these metals, which include cobalt, lithium and platinum, says PwC’s report Minerals and metals scarcity in manufacturing: A ‘ticking timebomb’.  Rare earth metals are a key element for producing gearless wind turbines using permanent magnet generators, said Daniel Guttmann, London-based director for renewables and clean-tech at PwC.   Manufacturers favour gearless turbines increasingly as they are more reliable than geared turbines, which are heavier and have more moving parts.  “This is a real headache for the industry and may negatively impact the cost-curve of offshore wind,” he said.   Guttman added that two ways that automotive manufacturers expect to meet tightening emission regulations are electric vehicles and reducing vehicle weight, and rare earth metals are required to construct batteries of the right cost, weight and size.  “Scarce supply and the associated price implications could make it more difficult for [manufacturers] to keep pushing emissions down cost effectively,” he said.

ns could make it more difficult for [manufacturers] to keep pushing emissions down cost effectively,” he said.

Changes to the cost-curve crush the energy industry.

Pell 11 [Ezra, Environmental Finance | Mon, 12 December 2011, Rare Earth Shortages - A Ticking Timebomb for Renewables? http://oilprice.com/Alternative-Energy/Renewable-Energy/Rare-Earth-Shortages-A-Ticking-Timebomb-For-Renewables.html]

A global scarcity of rare earth metals over the next five years could be “a ticking timebomb” for renewables and clean-tech, according to consultancy PwC.  Hybrid cars, rechargeable batteries and wind turbines are among the sectors which could be affected by a shortage of these metals, which include cobalt, lithium and platinum, says PwC’s report Minerals and metals scarcity in manufacturing: A ‘ticking timebomb’.  Rare earth metals are a key element for producing gearless wind turbines using permanent magnet generators, said Daniel Guttmann, London-based director for renewables and clean-tech at PwC.   Manufacturers favour gearless turbines increasingly as they are more reliable than geared turbines, which are heavier and have more moving parts.  “This is a real headache for the industry and may negatively impact the cost-curve of offshore wind,” he said.   Guttman added that two ways that automotive manufacturers expect to meet tightening emission regulations are electric vehicles and reducing vehicle weight, and rare earth metals are required to construct batteries of the right cost, weight and size.  “Scarce supply and the associated price implications could make it more difficult for [manufacturers] to keep pushing emissions down cost effectively,” he said.

Indpeendently

Mining devastates the environment and local populations.

Meng 8/30 [Meng Huazhen, Shangbao, Rare Earth: What’s in a Dispute?来源：中国外经贸  文章作者：by meng huazhen  发布时间:2012-08-30 08:15   点击量: 4次 http://cib.shangbao.net.cn/290qi/116498.html]

Environmental Concerns 　　The process of extracting the metals from the earth is extremely harmful to the environment. Using traditional techniques, producing each ton of rare earth destroys 200 square metres of land, strips away 300 square metres of soil and causes catastrophic soil erosion, China Business Times reports. 　　Rare earth mines are often responsible for egregious environmental violations, including air pollution and the discharge of wastewater containing large quantities of radioactive material and acid. The pollution can cause illness among the local population and destroy farmland and waterways. 　　China has “paid a heavy price” for the development of its rare earth industry, which has been plagued by excessive exploitation, environmental damage, and rampant smuggling, according to the above mentioned white paper on rare earth. 　　Rare earth reserves have continued to decline in major mining areas, while excessive mining has resulted in pollution-related disasters and even major natural disasters in some places, it said. 　　“Excessive rare earth mining has resulted in landslides, clogged rivers, environmental pollution emergencies and even major accidents and disasters, posing a significant threat to people’s health and safety and the ecological environment,” the white paper said.
Europe anti-dumping complaint outweighs.

AP 8/22 [Joe Mcdonald, AP, Chinese Solar Industry Faces Weak Sales, Price War, 8/22/12 http://business.time.com/2012/08/22/chinese-solar-industry-faces-weak-sales-price-war/?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=feed&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+timeblogs%2Fcurious_capitalist+%28TIME%3A+Business%29&utm_content=Google+Reader]

The industry also faces the potential impact of U.S. and European anti-dumping measures in response to complaints Beijing improperly subsidizes companies. Foreign competitors complain that allows Chinese suppliers to sell abroad at unfairly low prices, wiping out American and European jobs abroad — an explosive issue at a time of high unemployment.  In July, a group of 25 producers of solar gear including companies from Germany, Italy and Spain filed an anti-dumping complaint with the European Union.  That alarmed Chinese companies, which warned Beijing would retaliate, possibly triggering a trade war.  “Over 60 percent of products are exported to Europe,” said Wang Shuai, a spokeswoman for Yingli. “If the anti-dumping measures really take effect in Europe, that would be a fatal blow to the industry.”

Ties resilient – investment deals outweigh trade spats.

Li 6/23 [Dow Jones Newswires, China, US Sign $3.4 Billion Bilateral Investment Agreements Published June 23, 2012 http://www.foxbusiness.com/news/2012/06/23/china-us-sign-34-billion-bilateral-investment-agreements/]

Companies from China and the U.S. on Saturday signed total of $3.4 billion worth of bilateral investment projects, as the world's two biggest economies seek to boost trade and investment between each other at a time of increased global uncertainties. These deals is another sign that the two economies are becoming ever more intertwined and interdependent, despite constant trade frictions and complaints about protectionism on both side.  The two sides signed contracts on 42 bilateral investment projects at a forum held in Nanjing, ranging from manufacturing, new energy, property, logistics and entertainment.  China's finance minister Xie Xuren said at the forum that he hopes China and the U.S. can expand cooperation in sectors including energy and environmental protection, adding that both countries are restructuring their economies and pushing ahead major reforms, which provides a great potential for cooperation between local governments of the two sides.  Assistant Treasury Secretary Marisa Lago said at the same forum that the U.S. welcomes investments from all countries including China and hopes cross-border investment with China will continue to grow. 
Opposition’s fragmented.

Time 8 [SIMON ELEGANT / BEIJING Thursday, Dec. 25, 2008 Will the Financial Crisis Bring Upheaval to China? www.time.com/time/world/article/0%2C8599%2C1868402%2C00.html]

Just as the political elite is united, the forces that would have to oppose them in any move to change the country's political order are fragmented, says David Zweig, a political science professor at Hong Kong's University of Science and Technology. Though it is miserable for those thrown out of work, millions of peasants going back to their villages are highly unlikely to pose a threat to Beijing. "Remember, Beijing has done this before: between 1998 and 2000, the government put tens of millions of workers at state-owned enterprises out of work. There were plenty of strikes and protests that made the government a little nervous, but overall, they were able to survive pretty well." Currently, the official figure is 4 million unemployed; but other estimates have the number at twice or three times that. (See pictures here of China's dust bowl.)  "For regimes to be overthrown you need an overriding ideology like democracy or the mysticism of the Taiping and Boxer rebellions in the mid 1800s and early 20th Century," Says Zweig. "For regimes to collapse now you also need the middle class, and I just can't see that happening. They have been the core of Communist Party support for a decade or more and their future is still very much tied up with the Party's.”

China’s energy goals won’t stop us from crossing the climate threshold

NYT 11 (Keith Bradsher - He won the Asia Society’s Osborn Elliott Award and the Overseas Press Club’s Malcolm Forbes Award in 2010, for coverage of clean energy in China.) (3/4/2011 “China Reportedly Plans Strict Goals to Save Energy” http://www.nytimes.com/2011/03/05/business/energy-environment/05energy.html?pagewanted=all)

The goals in China’s new five-year plan are consistent with the International Energy Agency’s “new policies” plan for climate change, a middle course that represents an improvement from current policies, Mr. Birol said. But he noted that the Chinese goals did not go far enough to meet what the agency considers necessary to prevent world temperatures from rising by more than 2 degrees Celsius, an increase that many scientists fear as potentially leading to very broad environmental changes.
China will inevitably burn coal even if it’s also pursuing renewables
Ecoal 11 – the quarterly newsletter of the World Coal Association (May 2011, “COAL'S VITAL ROLE IN CHINA”, Vol. 74, World Coal Association, http://www.worldcoal.org/resources/ecoal/ecoal-current-issue/coals-vital-role-in-china/) 
According to the journal "Foreign Policy" Xiao Yunhan, a leading energy thinker at the Chinese Academy of Sciences, argued that: "even if China utilises every kind of energy to the maximum level, it is difficult for us to produce enough energy for economic development. It's not a case of choosing coal or renewables. We need both". Given the continual expansion in the Chinese economy, which is helping to address poverty challenges, it is difficult to argue with him.
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